90	MUSSOLINI'S ROMAN EMPIRE
had occupied* In the north she was given a large part
of the Tigre, a comparatively prosperous and populated
area* containing many of the most enterprising and
intelligent Ethiopians.1 This was an integral part of
the Amharan country, so that the proposal cut across
the Italian claim that the outlying parts of Ethiopia were
wrongfully acquired territory to which the ruling
Amharan race had 110 real claim. On the southern front
GrazianFs retreat did not invalidate his country's claim
to most of the Ogaden.
In return for these concessions to an aggressor Power
the Emperor was offered another strip of land stretching
to the Red Sea, but this time it was a desert way to Assab,
and hence at Italy's expense. This new proposal was
even more uneconomic than the earlier offer of Zeilah.
He strip was to the north of the existing railway line,
and hence would be further from the Harar district, the
only productive part east of the Hawash river. It was
specifically and rather unnecessarily stated that there
would be no objection to a new railway being made in
this corridor.
Undoubtedly the most important and fatal component
in the 'plan' was the proposal to constitute a further
huge area in the south as a 'zone of economic expansion
and settlement reserved to Italy/ The terms laid down
for the control and administration of this area showed
that it was merely the old pre-war method of absorption
in two gulps, Mr. Peterson could have found plenty of
precedents in our own Colonial Qffice. The first draft
would have restricted the area to a proportion only of
the most prosperous highlands, but Sir Samuel Hoare
* When visiting one of the Colleges at Addis Ababa the write*
was told that the * head boy * was usually a Tigrean, though few
attended schools w the Capital.

